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 “And in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.”  (Col. 2:10) 

 
Read Colossians 2:6-15 
 
The Book of Colossians is all about Jesus Christ.  In our present paragraph of study, there is an 
enormous emphasis on “Him.”  In fact, the phrase, “In Him” occurs seven times in Colossians 
and all but two are found in this paragraph (1:17, 19, 2:6, 7, 9, 10, 11). 
 
From verse 8 it is apparent there is a threat against the believing assembly.  This paragraph 
forms the introduction of heterodoxy, “another gospel.”  There is something present that can 
take them captive.  It is a philosophy of empty deceit built on the foundation of human 
tradition.  It is contrary to all Paul says concerning Christ.  The fault line is evident.  Those 
things Paul highlights are the areas under assault. 
 
Our location “in Him” causes the author to speak of our union “with Him” (2:12, 13) thus 
permitting us to “triumph over them through Him” (2:15).  Consider Paul’s retort to those who 
would diminish the person and work of Jesus Christ in behalf of His people. 
 

• In Jesus Christ the full essence of the Godhead dwells (2:9).  Because of who He is in us 
and for us, we are complete (2:10).  There is nothing needed other than what we already 
have in Christ.   

• In Jesus Christ all the demands of the Law have been fully addressed and filled, thus its 
demands on us have all equally been addressed and filled (2:11) since we have been 
married to Christ and are now in a “one flesh” union with Him (2:12; cf. Romans 7:1ff).   

 
The word “complete (plarow)” as used in 2:10 is found in 1:9, 25, 4:12, and 17.  Coming from 
the same root is the word “fullness (plaroma)” as found in 1:19 and 2:9.  It is this same 
“fullness” dwelling in Jesus that now makes us complete.   
 

• In Jesus Christ the consequence of death brought by the broken Law has been cancelled, 
thus forgiven (2:13, 14).  Our sin debt has been fully met in Jesus Christ. 

• In Jesus Christ those in opposition to the Seed Promise have been disarmed (2:15).  No 
one and no thing can stop God from fulfilling the promise (Gen. 3:15) and completing 
the picture (Gen. 3:21).  The armies of evil have been captured and confined.  His 
victory is ours. 

 
Not only has the Law been defused, but the Devil has been disarmed.  The Devil delights in 
holding the people of God captive to the emotion of guilt.  Believers need to stop attempting to 
keep the Law.  To live in bondage to the Law is to accept the Devil’s deception.  As difficult as 
such instruction appears because it seems so “evangelical,” it is wrong.  Jesus plus nothing 
equals everything.  Everything minus Jesus equals nothing.   
 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

Jesus Christ has power over philosophy and empty deceit (v. 8).  He has power over legal 
demands (vv. 14ff).  And He has power over asceticism and the worship of angels (vv. 18).  His 
victory is your victory.  As you struggle over all things temporal, let this singular truth 
stabilize your struggle, “In Him you have been made complete.”  May this give you cause to 
celebrate and declare, “He is all we need and one will be all we want.”  
 


